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Jean-Baptiste Poquelin’s
dramatic career ranged from
the depths of debtors’ prison
to the heights of appointment
as part of the
“Troupe du Roy,” but
today we recognize
him by his stage
name — Molière —
as the Father of
French Comedy, an
integral part of the
French national soul,
and the focus of the Great
Books Summer Drama
Retreat, to be held June 18th,
2015, from 10 AM to 3:30 PM,
at the Tampa Palms Golf and
Country Club.

This year’s program will focus
on two of Molière’s most
provocative plays: THE
MISANTHROPE and
TARTUFFE. These classic
works focus on
human nature, with
its foibles, follies,
vices, and yes, its
virtues, too. Although
written in a poetic
style that is often
“light” and
“humorous,” the
plays raise serious questions
about contradictory behavior
in human beings, relationships
between the sexes, religious
hypocrisy, self-deception, and
self-perception.

Our discussions will be based on
the one-volume translation
edited by the brilliant poet,
Richard Wilbur, which will be
furnished to each registrant well
in advance.
Registration is open now — see
page 3 of this newsletter for the
Registration Form. The $45
registration fee includes a
sumptuous buffet lunch as well
as the official text and access to
all meetings and discussions
throughout the day. Please
note, however, that
participation in this event will be
limited to 30 persons, so register
now to guarantee your place!

Message from the Council President
Spring has sprung
here in the Tampa
Bay area and with it
a renewed sense of
the possibilities of
reading, gardening,
beach going, and
challenging
ourselves to read
further, wider and sometimes a little
more controversially.
We started the year off with a bang,
holding our 10th annual conference
weekend in St. Petersburg which was
attended by people from around the
globe, around the country and
around all of Florida. What a
success!

Plans are well underway for our
Summer Drama Retreat, to be held
on June 18th here in Tampa.
Registrations are flying in, so hurry
on up to join the group reading
important, classic works by Moliere
that, though provocative, just might
tickle your funny bone.
Also in June we will start our
monthly short story project that
meets over the summer at members’
homes for more casual, free-wheeling
discussions from The Scribner
Anthology of Contemporary Short
Fiction. Contact us for more
information on dates, times and
locations.

In May, TBGB council is partnering
with the Florida Humanities Council
to launch a series of 4 reading and
discussion programs for our
veterans. All military veterans are
welcome to attend these free sessions
at the Temple Terrace library. We
are so proud to have been selected to
moderate this program. Look in this
issue for further information.
Join us for some or all of
our programs. Let’s all
look forward to sharing,
exploring and being
intellectually stimulated
with some of the best
literature that’s ever been
written!
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“We’re thrilled to
partner with the
Florida Humanities
Council in this pilot
program to help
others in our
community through
shared inquiry and
outstanding writing.
Above all, that
represents ‘who we
are’ as a Great Books
organization.”
—Sara Cohen
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TBGBC in Lead Role in New Veterans’ Program
The Tampa Bay Great Books
Council will be partnering with
the Great Books Foundation
and the Florida Humanities
Council to present a series of
discussions based on the new
anthology STANDING DOWN:
FROM WARRIOR TO
CIVILIAN.
The discussions are open to
veterans (and family members
and friends of veterans) of all
The meetings will take place at
eras.
the Temple Terrace Library
Thanks to a grant from the
from 6:30 to 8:00 P.M. on four
National Endowment for the
Mondays, beginning May 4th
Humanities, registration is
and ending June 1st with no
free, and includes a copy of
session on the observance of
the anthology.
Memorial Day, May 25th.

“Talking Service” is “an
initiative to extend the Great
Books Foundation’s reading
and discussion programs to
current and former members
of the Armed Forces and will
emphasize discussion
programs for veterans making
the transition from military
service back to civilian life.
Following a special orientation/
training session in Orlando,
Sara Cohen and Patrick
DeMarco will moderate the
sessions. Veterans, family and
friends interested in
participating should contact
Patrick DeMarco at
pdemarco@tampabay.rr.com
or (813) 672-9052.

Member Profile: Mike Bryan
“When

I have a

little money, I buy
books; and if I have
any left, I buy food
and clothes.”
— Erasmus, as cited by
Mike Bryan

GREAT

For Mike Bryan, books and
reading have been an
indispensable part of life since
childhood. Is it any wonder that
he grew up to be a librarian?!
Although books have been
joined with many other
“formats” (e-books, the internet,
and other digital resources) in a
modern library, reading is still of
paramount importance.
It was through his work in the
public library that Mike first
came upon Great Books
discussion groups and the
method of “shared inquiry”
promoted by the Great Books
Foundation of Chicago. He
looked about until he found a
local contact person, and that
happened to be Patrick
DeMarco, already a well-
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moderator of the GB group at
the library and at a number of
conferences and events of the
Tampa Bay Great Books
Council, as well as serving on
the Council itself. He and his
wife, Tracie, live in Safety
Harbor, and both enjoy the
reading, discussion, and
camaraderie of the Great Books
community.
experienced moderator in Great
Books discussion. Patrick and
Mike met, and before long, Mike
had started a Great Books
discussion group in the library
where he worked – Seminole
Community Library at St.
Petersburg College, in Pinellas
County. That was almost ten
years ago. Since then he has had
the privilege of serving as

Mike sums up his love of
literature this way: “When it
comes to books and reading, I
generally consider myself a
follower of Erasmus, who said,
‘When I have a little money, I
buy books; and if I have any left,
I buy food and clothes.’
However, my waistline will
show I’m not a strict adherent!”
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Registration Form
Great Books Drama Retreat
Tampa Palms Country Club—June 18, 2015
5811 Tampa Palms Blvd., Tampa, FL 33647
Works for discussion by Molière


“The Misanthrope”



“Tartuffe”



The one-volume edition (translated by Richard Wilbur) is the official text for discussion and
will be provided to you upon receipt of your registration form and check.



Price for this one-day event (including lunch): $45 per person.

Please complete this form, attach your check for $45, payable to “Tampa Bay Great Books Council” and mail to:

Patrick DeMarco, 9707 Sunnyoak Drive, Riverview, FL 33569
NAME_____________________________________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________________________
CITY ______________________ STATE ____ ZIP ______________
PHONE ___________________ E-MAIL ______________________
Further details and a copy of the official text of the Molière plays will be mailed to you
upon receipt of your registration (and check) for the Drama Retreat. Fee includes
lunch, beverages, and your copy of the Molière text.

GREAT
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TBGBC Fine Arts Conference Recap

❶

In Picture ❶ (above) Great
Books Council members Ken
Kotecha and Patrick DeMarco
welcome attendees to the Fine
Arts Weekend in St. Petersburg.
Picture ❷: Lunch at the
Museum of Fine Arts draws
crowd!
Picture ❸ finds Conference
attendees treated to an exclusive
tour of the “Monet to Matisse”
exhibit, compliments of the
Tampa Bay Great Books Council.
In Picture ❹ Mario Sparagana
(one of a large number of
Sarasota GB fans in attendance)
searches for the right quotation
to support his point, while Marta
Mereilles and Jacqueline Clifford
(both from Sao Paulo, Brazil),
and Ann Sofia listen intently. In
Picture ❺ Susan Northcutt,
Dorothy Iorio, and GB Council
President Sara Cohen share
refreshments and conversation.
In Picture ❻ (at bottom), Judy
Patterson, Ann Ottaviano, and
Margaret Hoffman of Sarasota
join veteran GB Moderator
Patrick DeMarco in considering

members for helping make 2014 the best year
ever for Great Books in the Tampa Bay area!

Saturday proved even
busier with book
discussions led by Patrick
DeMarco and Mike Bryan,
with Sara Cohen, Joel
Fyvolent, and Ann
Ottaviano also handling
moderator’s duties.
Following a sumptuous
❸
dinner at the awardwinning Parkshore Grill,
On Friday, February 13th,
many attended a
our guests enjoyed lunch at
performance of the August
the Museum of Fine Arts,
Wilson play, “Radio Golf,”
followed by a private tour
at the American Stage
of the highly-acclaimed
Theater.
exhibit, “Monet to Matisse:
On the French Coast,”
compliments of the Tampa ❻
Bay Great Books Council.
The exhibit provided fuel
for cocktail conversation

being studied.

GREAT

later in the day in our own
mini-gallery, featuring 15
posters of some of the
most famous works of our
❹
artist subjects, as
❷
well as 40 books On Sunday, the conference
concluded with our final
on art and art
discussions and an exciting
criticism.
auction of the art posters
The weekend discussion
that had been on display in
agenda included “Letters
our mini-gallery during the
weekend. Expectations are
from Van Gogh,” August
high for returning next year
Wilson’s “Fences,” and
Somerset Maugham’s “The for another weekend of
shared inquiry, spirited
Moon and Sixpence,”
intellectual discussion, and
loosely based on the life of
artistic stimulation.
artist Paul Gauguin.

Thanks to all of our hard-working Board

“Ooohs” and “Aahs” from the GB

one viewpoint on the works

Valentine’s Day Weekend
2015 brought a remarkable
confluence of blockbuster
art and cultural events to
downtown St.
Petersburg,
and with them,
forty-three
participants in
the 10th annual Tampa Bay
Great Books Conference.
Registrants from
throughout Florida joined
participants from Maine,
Massachusetts,
Pennsylvania, Illinois, and
Washington State – as well
as Sao Paulo, Brazil – at the
Hilton Bayfront Hotel in St.
Petersburg, headquarters
for our three-day cultural
extravaganza.
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❺

The Tampa Bay Great
Books Council thanks all
who participated by
organizing, executing, and
attending this highly
successful 10th Anniversary
conference. Be sure to
watch this newsletter for
dates for all upcoming
TBGBC events.
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Great Books Returns to OLLI in Fall 2015 Term

“Learning never
exhausts the
mind.”
- Leonardo DaVinci

Veteran Great Books
moderator Patrick DeMarco
returns this Fall to lead two
of the highest-rated
courses in USF’s OLLI
program. Patrick’s
Friday morning
program (“Rereading the Classics
of Western
Literature and
Philosophy”) and the Friday
afternoon program (“Great
Books Roundtable: Classic
Short Stories”) both begin on
October 2nd and finish on

November 20th. Mark those
dates on your calendar now,
and watch for additional
information
coming in late
Summer.

Your Voice” and “Modern
British Poets You May Not
Have Met”), Janice Perelman
(“Dragons and Flowers:
Learn to Play Mah Jongg”),
and George Hyde (“I Heard It
On the Radio: The Formative
In the meantime,
Years” and “I Heard It On the
OLLI’s Spring/
Radio: From Presley to
Summer term
Pandora.”)
features at least
six courses being OLLI’s “Evergreen” catalog is
led by active Great Books
in the mail now, and you can
participants – Brenda Tipps contact OLLI directly at
(“How to Read Poetry
(813)-974-2403 or online at
Aloud”), Cath Mason (“Tell It www.usfseniors.org
Like It Was: Your Stories,

Member Review: In the Light of What We Know
I was first attracted to read this novel
because of a one- paragraph bio of the
author: Rahman grew up in rural
Bangladesh, was educated at Oxford,
Cambridge, Munich, and Yale,
became an investment banker on Wall
Street and an international human
rights lawyer.
How’s that for accomplishments in
one’s youth! Next, I loved the title,
so I read the book and I was not
disappointed.

Joel D. Fyvolent, a
retired physician, is a
member of the Tampa
Bay Great Books Council.
“In the Light of What We
Know” by Zia Haider
Rahman, can be located
using ISBN code 9780374175627.

GREAT

Here are two men with entirely
different social status backgrounds.
The father of the narrator, from
Bangladesh, came to the US and
taught at Princeton; his son the
narrator is US-born and had a
distinguished educational
background. The protagonist, Zafar, grew
up in rural Bangladesh of a poor family
whose father came to London and was
employed as a bus conductor. Zafar, because
of his brilliance, gets a scholarship to Oxford,
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where he meets the narrator of the novel.
Both young men are mathematicians and
enter the world of finance. They follow
separate paths but meet again years later.
The book chronicles journeys to Kabul,
London, and the US, intermingling class
differences with international finance and a
love story involving an upper-class British
woman in post-9/11
setttings. There are intellectual
discussions of philosophy, love,
mathematics, truth, science and
war. The two friends use science to
debunk ignorance, to counter the
arguments of false divisions, and,
beyond that, to preserve an essential
sense of mystery in the tale we are
being told.
It’s not a “bedtime read,” but if you
want to immerse yourself in a very different,
imaginative, well written novel that gives you
much to consider in light of what you don’t
know, give it a read!
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“Spring” by Mary Oliver

Poet Mary Oliver has
been described as “an
indefatigable guide to
the natural world.”
Enjoy a poem of the
season by this winner
of the Pulitzer Prize
and National Book
Award.
(Recommended by
Brenda Tipps)

Somewhere
a black bear
has just risen from sleep
and is staring

like a red fire
touching the grass,
the cold water.
There is only one question:

down the mountain.
All night
in the brisk and shallow
restlessness
of early spring

how to love this world.
I think of her
rising
like a black and leafy ledge

I think of her,
her four black fists
flicking the gravel,
her tongue

to sharpen her claws against
the silence
of the trees.
Whatever else

my life is
with its poems
and its music
and its glass cities,

it is also this dazzling darkness
coming
down the mountain,
breathing and tasting,
all day I think of her - her white teeth,
her wordlessness,
her perfect love

Meet the TBGBC Officers and Members
Welcome two new
Great Books Council
Members: Ann Strozier
and George Hyde.

GREAT

Board Member

Office

E-mail Contact

Sara Cohen

President

saradacinteriors@aol.com

Sylvia Sorrentino

Vice President

sls1407@tampabay.rr.com

Neil Harvey

Treasurer

harveb00@verizon.net

Patrick DeMarco

Secretary

pdemarco@tampabay.rr.com

Mike Bryan

mbryanbook@yahoo.com

Joel Fyvolent

jfyvolent@mac.com

George Hyde

ghydemedia@gmail.com

Ken Kotecha

kenkot@tampabay.rr.com

Ann Ottaviano

aottavia@tampabay.rr.com

Judy Patterson

judykpat@gmail.com

Ann Strozier

strozier@usf.edu

Brenda Tipps

brendatipps@hotmail.com
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The Tampa Bay Great Books Council was founded in March, 2006, as an affiliate of the Great Books Foundation,
an international organization dedicated to the reading and discussion of great literature, principally through the
“Shared Inquiry” method. The Tampa Bay Great Books Council is a registered not-for-profit (501(c)7)
organization, with leadership from a volunteer Board which includes the four founders: Sara Cohen, Patrick
DeMarco, Neil Harvey, and Sylvia Sorrentino.
For more information, contact Sara Cohen (saradacinteriors@aol.com) or Patrick DeMarco
(pdemarco@tampabay.rr.com) . Articles and pictures for this newsletter should be sent to George Hyde at this
address: greatbookstampa@gmail.com

Upcoming Events
APRIL
15—Seminole Community Library (2:00 PM) - John Donne, “Selected Poems” (Contact Mike Bryan: mbryan@myseminole.com)
18—Bloomingdale Library (10:30 AM) - William Faulkner, “Light in August” (Contact Patrick DeMarco:
pdemarco@tampabay.rr.com)
25—Temple Terrace Library (1:00 PM) - Nathaniel Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown and the Birthmark” (Contact Ted
Grevencamp: onwatch@msn.com)
MAY:
4—TBGBC “Talking Service” Program for Veterans begins at Temple Terrace Library (6:30 to 8:00 PM). (See page 2 for details.
Contact Patrick DeMarco: pdemarco@tampabay.rr.com)
16—Bloomingdale Library (10:30 AM) - Willa Cather, “My Antonia” (Contact Patrick DeMarco: pdemarco@tampabay.rr.com)
20— Seminole Community Library (2:00 PM) - René Descartes, “Meditations I and II” (Contact Mike Bryan:
mbryan@myseminole.com)
29 — Summer Short Story Discussion Group (12:30 PM). Location TBD. (Contact Sara Cohen: saradacinteriors@aol.com)
30—Temple Terrace Library (1:00 PM) - Edith Wharton, “Summer” (Contact Ted Grevencamp: onwatch@msn.com)
JUNE:
18—TBGBC Summer Drama Retreat (10 AM to 3:30 PM) at Tampa Palms Golf and Country Club, 5811 Tampa Palms Blvd.,
Tampa, FL 33647—Molière, “The Misanthrope” and “Tartuffe” (More information on page 1 of this newsletter; registration
form on page 3.) Registration fee (includes book, lunch, and refreshments): $45. Participation limited to 30 people. (Contact
Patrick DeMarco: pdemarco@tampabay.rr.com)
20—Bloomingdale Library (10:30 AM) - George Orwell, “1984” (Contact: Patrick DeMarco: pdemarco@tampabay.rr.com)
26— Summer Short Story Discussion Group (12:30 PM). Location TBD. (Contact Sara Cohen: saradacinteriors@aol.com)
27—Temple Terrace Library (1:00 PM) - Dashiell Hammett, “Red Harvest” (Contact Ted Grevencamp: onwatch@msn.com)
JULY:
17 or 24—Summer Short Story Discussion Group (12:30 PM). Location TBD. (Contact Sara Cohen: saradacinteriors@aol.com)
18—Bloomingdale Library (10:30 AM) - Harper Lee, “To Kill a Mockingbird” (Contact Patrick DeMarco:
pdemarco@tampabay.rr.com)
25—Temple Terrace Library (1:00 PM) - George Bernard Shaw, “Pygmalion” (Contact Ted Grevencamp: onwatch@msn.com)
AUGUST:
21— Summer Short Story Discussion Group (12:30 PM). Location TBD. (Contact Sara Cohen: saradacinteriors@aol.com)
SUMMER RECESS:
(The Seminole Community Library program is in recess during June, July, and August. The Bloomingdale and Temple Terrace
Library programs are in recess in August.)
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: Thanks to Joel Fyvolent, Mike Bryan, Brenda Tipps, Ann Sofia, and of course to Sara Cohen and Patrick DeMarco for their contributions to this issue. You are receiving this newsletter because of your involvement with Great
Books. To opt out, please send the message “Unsubscribe” to this e-mail address: greatbookstampa@gmail.com.
GREAT
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