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Fall Conference: Utopia and Dystopia
Throughout history, great thinkers
have looked at the
societies in which
they lived, with all
their virtues and flaws, and dreamed
of how they can be perfected. On
September 16th at the Tampa Palms
Golf and Country Club, you’ll be the
latest to join that discussion as the
Tampa Bay Great Books 2015 Fall
Conference considers what can
happen when we attempt to create a
perfect state out of the complex
communities in which we live.
The text for the Conference is the
newly-published Great Books

anthology, Imperfect Ideal: Utopian
and Dystopian Visions. Thanks to a
grant from Harrison Middleton
University, your $45 registration fee
includes the anthology as well as
lunch prepared by the Tampa Palms
staff on the day of the
event; you’ll find details
and registration form on
page 3 of this newsletter.
Registration is limited to 30
participants (and more
than half the seats
sold on the first day of
registration), so act
now. Join us on
September 16th at Tampa Palms!

Message from the Council President
The lazy days of summer
are upon us and many
Tampa Bay Great
Bookies curl up in our air
conditioned comfort to
read a great book and
dream of the adventures that await us
in the fall.

so far. Our 3-day conference in St.
Pete was culturally enriching, the
June drama event sold out, and in
between these events, the TBGBC
partnered with the Florida Humanities
Council to host a new program called
Talking Service focused on veterans’
experiences returning to civilian life.
We’ve certainly had a marvelous year It was successful beyond what we
ever imagined. (Continued on pg. 2.)
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President’s Message (Continued)

BULLETIN:
Experience Cuba without
leaving Tampa Bay, at
TBGBC’s 2016 Winter
Conference: “CUBA:
Seeing the Island
through History, Memoir,
and Fiction.” Dates:
January 29-31, at the
Hilton St. Petersburg
Bayfront Hotel. Mark
your calendar now and
watch for more details!

The national grant for the “Talking
Service” program has been extended
and we hope to host another set of
similar discussions. Read more about
the program on page 6 of this
newsletter.
September brings our Fall
Conversation Conference tackling
“The Imperfect Ideal: Utopian &
Dystopian Visions” of society. Why
not join us for this very thought
provoking day!

of this Newsletter. Act quickly,
though, because 2/3 of the seats were
sold out on the first day of
registration!
And you won’t want to miss our
January 2016 conference focusing on
Cuba. (See Bulletin at left). How
timely!
I can’t wait to see you at
one or all of our upcoming
events for 2015 & 2016!

Further details are on pages 1, 3, and 4

Member Profile: Neil Harvey

TBGBC Treasurer
and co-founder
Neil Harvey

This month we salute
Tampa Bay Great Books
Council Treasurer and
co-founder Neil Harvey.
Neil served a long and
illustrious career as a
U.S. Air Force Medical
Officer, with assignments
in both the Korean and
Vietnam conflicts.
Following his retirement,
Neil found time to delve

deeper into literature he
had been exposed to
during college, and in
1994, he began taking
courses in USF’s
“Learning in Retirement”
program where, nine
years later, he met Sara
Cohen, Sylvia Sorrentino,
and Patrick DeMarco,
and they subsequently
created the TBGBC to

develop additional
activities.
Neil is an enthusiastic
believer in Continuing
Education programs for
Seniors and the concept
of “enriching our senior
years with the
intellectual and social
stimulation provided by
shared inquiry.”

Council News: Changing of the Guard
Thanks, Sylvia,
for your years
of leadership!

GREAT

Legendary Tampa Bay
Great Books enthusiast
(and Council co-founder)
Sylvia Sorrentino has
stepped down as
Council Vice President
after years of dedicated
service to readers and
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thinkers in the Tampa
Bay Area. Sylvia will
remain active as a
Council Member (even
hosting this month’s
Short Story discussion),
and we wish her
continued good health

and happiness!
At its July meeting, the
Council unanimously
elected GB devotee,
Ann Ottaviano as Vice
President, effective
immediately.
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Register Now!
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Tampa Bay Great Books 2015 Fall Conference
Theme: “Utopia and Dystopia”
Wednesday, September 16, 2015 — 10:00 AM to 3:30 PM
Tampa Palms Golf & Country Club, 5811 Tampa Palms Blvd., Tampa, FL 33647

Society’s leaders, whether guided by military, political, or pastoral aims,
have tried to create their own versions of “the perfect world.” Can
human beings, given all their prejudices and foibles, create a perfect
society? Have we ever succeeded in reaching this
goal?
Our discussions will focus on five selections from the newly-published
Great Books anthology “Imperfect Ideal: Utopian and Dystopian
Visions,” and your registration fee of $45 will cover the cost of your text, as well
as a full lunch on the day of the conference. You’ll also be invited to a free Preview
Event being planned in Tampa the afternoon prior to the Conference. Registration
will be limited to 30 participants, so complete and send the form below with your
check to reserve your spot now!
Support for the 2015 Tampa Bay Great Books Fall Conference comes from Harrison Middleton University, an
institution committed to the Great Books and “shared inquiry.” (More information available at www.hmu.edu)

REGISTRATION FORM — TAMPA BAY GREAT BOOKS COUNCIL — FALL 2015 CONVERSATION CONFERENCE
NAME: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY: ______________________________________ STATE: ______ ZIP CODE: ____________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS: ________________________________________ PHONE: ______________________________________
Registration fee of $45 per person covers a copy of the text and the September 16th Conference lunch at Tampa Palms. Please attach
your check (made payable to “Tampa Bay Great Books Council”) and send to:

Patrick DeMarco, 9707 Sunnyoak Drive, Riverview, FL 33569
Questions concerning registration and conference details should be e-mailed to: pdemarco@tampabay.rr.com
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The new Great Books
anthology (above)
features excerpts from
Homer and Shakespeare to Margaret
Atwood and soldiers
returning from Iraq
and Afghanistan.

VOLUME

Since our last
Newsletter, the Tampa
Bay Great Books Council
partnered with the
Florida Humanities
Council and the Great
Books Foundation to
create a series of four
discussions focused on
assisting military men and
women transitioning
from active duty to
civilian life. The sessions
were open to all military,
as well as family and
friends of veterans (at no
cost to them)
Participants (a nearly
equal mix of veterans
and civilians) received

the text and even dinner
at no charge. The Tampa
Bay program was one of
two trial programs in
Florida (one of only 7
states to receive grants
to initiate the program).
“Talking Service” was
successful beyond our
most optimistic
expectations, as we
delved into the
enormous perceptual
gulf that sometimes
exists between veteran
and their families on the
one hand, and civilians
who may never
understand the realities

2,

ISSUE

2

of war, the influence of
politics on military
decision-making, or
PTSD.
The program opened
eyes and minds, and even
led to a few tears being
shed, and it enabled
Tampa Bay Great Books
Council to step out of its
comfort zone and into a
broader concept of our
service to the
community. We look
forward to another
session in the near
future.
— Submitted by Sara Cohen

Civilian Perspectives on “Talking Service”
Tampa Bay Great
Books Council
members Anne
Strozier and Ken
Kotecha reflect on
what they learned as
civilian participants
in the recent
“Talking Service”
program.

GREAT

While TBGBC’s recent
“Talking Service” discussion
series and the “Standing
Down” anthology were
designed to benefit veterans
by easing their transition to
civilian life, there are
significant benefits to civilian
participants as well —
increased understanding of
the hardships our soldiers
endure and increased
awareness of the pride they
continue to feel about their
service, regardless of the year
or the theater of operations.

so willing to share their
experiences openly and
genuinely.”
Ken Kotecha called the
sessions “real eye openers,”
as some veterans described
their combat-related
disabilities and others —
uninjured — sought to cope
with their own “survival
guilt.”

Ken observed that, under the
circumstances, it should be
understandable if a number of
veterans harbor a sense of
disappointment, resentment,
Anne Strozier found herself
“touched to be welcomed so despair — and even disgust
warmly by veterans who were — upon meeting civilian
strangers who utter a bland
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“Thank you for your service”
and then move on.
“Such civilians,” Ken added,
“have little or no conception
what those transitioning from
active duty to civilian life
have endured while fighting
overseas, the sacrifices they
have made, or how
(shabbily?) they have been
treated by the general public
upon returning home.”
Anne spoke for many
attendees when she
summarized the event as an
“inspiring, touching, and
uplifting four-week
experience.”
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Drama Retreat Recap: Molière Magnifique
A capacity crowd of
literature lovers filled the
conference rooms at
Tampa Palms on June 18th
for the 9th annual TBGBC
Summer Drama Retreat,
discussing two of Molière’s
most famous works, “The
Misanthrope” and
“Tartuffe.”
Morning discussion groups
led by Patrick DeMarco
and Joel Fyvolent came to
grips with the question of

whether the character
Alceste was indeed a
“misanthrope” and the

Moderator Patrick
DeMarco and TBGBC
President Sara Cohen
welcomed nearly a dozen
first-time attendees to the
Drama Retreat!

nature of his relationship
with the young Célimène.
Following a gourmet
lunch, the moderators
switched subjects, focusing
on Orgon’s perception of
Tartuffe, and issues of
religious hypocrisy that
continue to foster
discussion in society
today, some three and a
half centuries later.

Longtime Great Books
Council member and
renowned Francophile
Joel Fyvolent (at right)
earned a “très bien”
from the crowd!

Capacity Crowd for Inaugural Preview Event
For the first time, the Tampa Bay Great Books Council offered a free Preview Event on June 17th, to get people “in the mood” for
the next day’s Drama Retreat. Nearly two dozen registrants enjoyed coffee and French pastries while watching the 2007 French film
“Molière,” a fictionalized biography of the author that draws liberally from the plot lines of some of his most famous stories. The
Preview was so enthusiastically received that we are organizing another to precede the Fall Conference. The Preview Event will be
limited to “Registrants Only,” so get your check in the mail quickly! Details will be sent after registrations are received.

Special thanks to Joel Fyvolent for selecting the video and to George Hyde for flawless technical execution.
GREAT
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On My Nightstand: Patrick DeMarco
Beginning with this edition, we’ll peek into the bedrooms of Great Books notables and find out what
books they’re keeping on their nightstands. Maybe you’ll learn about something you’d enjoy reading!
Patrick De Marco is one of the co-founders of the Tampa Bay Great Books Council, a skilled Moderator in
“Shared Inquiry,” and obviously, a voracious reader! Here what’s on Patrick’s nightstand now:

Cuba: A History, by Hugh Thomas and Cuba: From Columbus to Castro, by Jaime

“I will usually

alternate between
two and three books
at a time until I
finish them all, and
then I move on to

Suchlicki. (Background reading for next year’s annual Great Books conference)
The Ayatollah Begs to Differ: The Paradox of Modern Iran, by Hooman Majd.
(What subject could be more timely than Iran-US relations?)
The Cause of All Nations: An International History of the American Civil War,
by Don Doyle. (A wider perspective about our Civil War.)
Lincoln: President-Elect, by Harold Holtzer (I wanted to know about that five-month
period before Lincoln actually became President.)
Bring Up the Bodies, by Hilary Mantel (Great historical fiction centered on Henry VIII

another set.”
—Patrick DeMarco

and his court. The sequel to Wolf Hall.)
The Future of the Catholic Church with Pope Francis, by Garry Wills. (A timely

subject by a stimulating intellect whom I always read.)
Redeployment, by Phil Kay. (A wonderful selection of stories centered on the
experiences of soldiers in Iraq. It’s “realistic” fiction at its best.)

Great Books and a Great OLLI Lineup This Fall!
OLLI-USF will offer more
than 60 Humanities classes

this Fall, with more than
15% taught by active Great
Books participants!

GREAT

The return of Great Books
Moderator Patrick DeMarco
after a 9-month sabbatical
highlights the start
of the Fall term of
Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute
classes at the
University of South
Florida. Patrick will
once again host two Great
Books Roundtables: “ReReading the Classics of
Western Literature” on Friday
mornings and “Classic Short
Stories of Western Literature”
on Friday afternoons. When
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you receive your copy of the
Fall “Evergreen” catalogue any
day now, you’ll notice a record
number of courses and
special lectures being led
by this Fall by Great
Books aficionados.
On Monday morning,
Cath Mason leads “Tell It
Like It Was: Your Stories,
Your Voice” and George Hyde
debuts a new discussion
series, “Ethics and Economics
in Today’s Mass Media.” On
Thursday mornings, you’ll
enjoy Ken Kotecha’s “African
Politics: Good, Bad, and Ugly”

and Thursday afternoons
feature Jack Herman’s
“Science: What a Wonderful
World,” and Bharat
Pathakjee’s new creation:
“Mad Science or Genius? A
Brief History of Science and
Scientists Who Changed the
World.” Joel Fyvolent is also
on the docket with a special
Friday lecture on October 19th
on “Medicine in the 21st
Century and You.” Register
online or by calling (813)-9742403, Option 1.
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Travel and Cuisine: A Journey to Awareness
Ann Ottaviano recently returned
from a tour of several major cities in
the Southeast, and shared these
thoughts on her journey.

Hong Kong is majestic,
crowded, and dichotomous.
The rich live in high rises
overlooking the harbor; the
poor live in houseboats lining
the harbor. Bangkok is
overpopulated with a rich
tradition exemplified by the
honor the people pay to their
former rulers. Singapore is a
beautiful, clean city dominated
for over 50 years by Mr. Yew,
whose funeral was held the day
we arrived.
However, it is Viet Nam that
spoke the most to me. It is an
interesting yet impoverished
land where farmers tend to 780

meter rice paddies from sunup
to sunset. Hanoi has 6 million
people and 2 million
motorbikes. Hue has crowded
streets and outdoor markets.
Ho Chi Minh City, formerly
Saigon, celebrated the 40th
anniversary of the closing of the
war at Reunification Palace;
children from all over the
country participated in the
celebration.
Amid all this interest, the
thing I remember most is the
grinding poverty the people of
Viet Nam still suffer. Our tour
director told us to bargain for
whatever we purchased
because the Vietnamese like to
dicker. Why would anyone
bargain with a person who lives
in a a cardboard house with a

dirt floor? Yet, they are a
happy, vibrant people.
I encountered a people who
were at once industrious, yet
simple, endearingly simple.
They held themselves high and
dealt with the public in a
dignified, easy going, friendly
manner. I expected some
animosity towards Americans
even 40 years after the closing
of the war; none appeared in
the people's actions.
Hopefully, one day I'll return
to Viet Nam and spend more
time there and really get to
know a people that I, in a very
short time, came to love and
respect.

“The thing I

remember
most is the
grinding
poverty the
people of
Vietnam still
suffer.”
—Ann Ottaviano

Recipe: Vietnamese Prawns
Tampa Bay Great Books Council member Ann Ottaviano spent time at a cooking school during her
recent trip to Southeast Asia, and shares this recipe for stir-fried bean sprouts, prawns, and chives.
Ingredients

Instructions

200 g (approx. ½ pound) peeled prawns, tails on

Heat oil in a medium frying pan, add shallots and spring onions. Cook for 1 minute.

¼ cup vegetable oil

Add prawns, fish sauce, sugar, chili, salt and pepper. Cook prawns on high heat
until cooked.

1 tbsp. shallots, pounded
½ tsp. sugar

Add stock, remove prawns and half the liquid, place in a bowl. Set aside.

¼ tsp. sea salt
Add chives and bean sprouts to remaining liquid and cook on a high heat for 2
minutes.

¼ tsp. coarse black pepper
2 tsp. fish sauce

Add prawns and liquid. Toss.

¼ tsp. dried chili flakes (optional)
¼ cup fish stock

Serve sprinkled with coriander.

200 g (approx. ½ pound) bean sprouts, blanched

Season to taste.

50 gr. (approx. 2 oz.) Chinese chives (6 cm lengths)

Serves 4 as a starter.

¼ cup coriander leaves
GREAT
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Member Book Review: Below the Stairs at “Longbourn”

Reviewer Brenda
Tipps, an avid
reader, also
teaches the
highly-regarded
“How to Read
Poetry Aloud”
course in the
OLLI –USF.

Most of us are familiar with
that subgenre of fiction in
which the author takes an
existing work as a jumping- off
point, altering the plot, or the
point of view, bringing minor
characters to
center stage, or
positing a series
of antecedent
events in order
to create
something new.
(One thinks of
Stoppard’s
Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern are
Dead; Jean Rhys’
The Wide
Sargasso Sea, or
P.D. James’
Death Comes to Pemberley.) In
changing our focus, the new
work can deepen our
understanding, illuminating
the original. Such is the case
with Jo Baker’s novel

Longbourn that presents,
accurately and respectfully,
the events of Pride and
Prejudice from the point of
view of the servants upon
whose unceasing labors the
smooth running of
the Bennett
household depends.
Admirers of Jane
Austen, and in
particular of Pride
and Prejudice may
be forgivably
apprehensive but
they need have no
fear. The original
characters are all
there, but shadowy,
unnamed servants
now move into the spotlight.
Jo Baker does no violation to
the plot, theme or characters
of Pride and Prejudice though
she adds some plausible
material that postdates the

wedding of Elizabeth and
Darcy.
Longbourn is no Downton
Abbey. Mr. Bennett is a
gentleman, not of the nobility;
the house is relatively modest,
and its cadre of servants small.
Nevertheless, we begin to
understand the foundation on
which the edifice of Bennett
calm prosperity rests. We
realize too that the question of
inheritance of Longbourn, a
worry to the Bennetts, is of
equal concern below stairs.
No spoilers here: suffice it to
say that Longbourn is a
romantic story supported
splendidly by the author’s
meticulous historical research.
Dialogue, description, and
narrative are alive with
authenticity of detail.
(ISBN 978-0345806970,
Paperback, $10-11; Download,
$9-12)

Poetry Corner: “Memories” by Mario Sparagana
We are not immortal.
But we do not know exactly when the end will come.
Death is a statistic, mortality a reality.
What do we expect of life?
Luxury is not a necessity for happiness.
Mario Sparagana of
Sarasota is a regular
participant at Tampa
Bay Great Books

The simple pleasures suffice, a restful night’s sleep, water to quench our thirst, and
simple meals to stave off hunger.

conferences.

We may wish for eternal life, but everything disintegrates.

With age, we leave the active life for one of memories: recall of loved ones, mountains climbed and successes
gained.
Happy memories linger, unhappy ones fade.
It is the thought that life is finite, which gives it savor.
Unlimited life would sour the spice of life.
What comes after life is a mystery and may be no more than oblivion.
In death we are all alike.
Reprinted by permission of the author

GREAT
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Fall 2015 Events Calendar
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SEPTEMBER
11—Summer Short Story Discussion Group (1:00 PM): Charles Baxter, “The Disappeared,” and Rick Moody, “Boys.” Host: Ann
Ottaviano (aottavia@tampabay.rr.com)
15—TBGBC Fall Conference Preview Event (1:00 to 3:30 PM) - First United Church of Tampa, 7308 E. Fowler Ave., Tampa 33617.
(Open only to paid registrants for the TBGBC Fall Conference. Contact: Patrick DeMarco: pdemarco@tampabay.rr.com)
16 —TBGBC Fall Conversation Conference: “Imperfect Ideal: Utopian and Dystopian Visions” (10:00 AM to 3:30 PM) - Tampa
Palms Golf and Country Club, 5811 Tampa Palms Blvd., Tampa 33647. (Details and Registration Form on page 3 of this
Newsletter.)
19 — Bloomingdale Regional Library (10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon): Herman Melville, “Moby Dick” (Contact Patrick DeMarco:
pdemarco@tampabay.rr.com)

26 — Temple Terrace Library (1:00 PM to 2:30 PM): William Faulkner, “As I Lay Dying” (Contact Ted Grevencamp:
onwatch@msn.com)
OCTOBER
2 — Opening Class of OLLI-USF “Great Books Roundtable: Re-reading the Classics of Western Literature and Philosophy” (9:30 to
11:30 AM each Friday through November 20th) - First United Church of Tampa, 7308 E. Fowler Ave., Tampa 33617. (Additional
details on page 9 of this newsletter.) Registration required through OLLI-USF: (813)-974-2403, Option 1.
2 — Opening Class of OLLI-USF “Great Books Roundtable: Classic Short Stories” (1:30 to 3:30 PM each Friday through November
20th) - First United Church of Tampa, 7308 E. Fowler Ave., Tampa 33617. (Additional details on page 9 of this newsletter.)
Registration required through OLLI-USF: (813)-974-2403, Option 1.
17 — Bloomingdale Regional Library (10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon): James Baldwin, “Go Tell It On the Mountain” (Contact: Patrick
DeMarco: pdemarco@tampabay.rr.com)
21 — Seminole Community Library at St. Petersburg College (2:00 PM): Fyodor Dostoevsky, “The Grand Inquisitor” (from “The
Brothers Karamazov”) (Contact Mike Bryan: mbryanbook@yahoo.com)
31 — Temple Terrace Library (1:00 PM to 2:30 PM): William Golding, “Lord of the Flies” (Contact Ted Grevencamp:
onwatch@msn.com)
NOVEMBER
18 — Seminole Community Library at St. Petersburg College (2:00 PM): Edgar Allan Poe, “The Fall of the House of Usher” (Contact
Mike Bryan: mbryanbook@yahoo.com)
20 — Final Classes for OLLI-USF “Great Books” courses for this term. (See above.)
21 — Bloomingdale Regional Library (10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon): Sinclair Lewis, “Arrowsmith” (Contact: Patrick DeMarco:
pdemarco@tampabay.rr.com)
28 — Temple Terrace Library (1:00 PM to 2:30 PM): William Shakespeare, “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” (Contact Ted
Grevencamp: onwatch@msn.com)
DECEMBER

(Programs at the Bloomingdale Regional Library and Temple Terrace library are on hiatus during December)
16—Seminole Community Library at St. Petersburg College (2:00 PM): Herman Melville, “Bartleby the Scrivener” (Contact Mike
Bryan: mbryanbook@yahoo.com)
JANUARY 2016
29-31—Tampa Bay Great Books Council Winter Conference—”CUBA: Seeing the Island through History, Memoir, and Fiction.”
Location: Hilton St. Petersburg Bayfront Hotel, 333 1st Street South, St. Petersburg, FL. Watch for additional information!
SPECIAL NOTES
If you’re in the Sarasota area, there’s a vibrant Great Books discussion group that meets every Friday morning at 10:30 AM from
September through June at the at the restored Crocker Church on the grounds of the Sarasota Historical Society. To find out more,
contact Tom Walker (tom@watsonwalker.com). And thanks to Tom and his fellow Sarasotans for their continued support of
Tampa Bay Great Books events!
The Tampa Bay Great Books Council was founded in March, 2006, as an affiliate of the Great Books Foundation, an international organization
dedicated to the reading and discussion of great literature, principally through the “Shared Inquiry” method. The Tampa Bay Great Books
Council is a registered not-for-profit (501(c)7) organization, with leadership from a volunteer Board which includes the four founders: Sara
Cohen, Patrick DeMarco, Neil Harvey, and Sylvia Sorrentino.
Contact Sara Cohen (saradacinteriors@aol.com) or Patrick DeMarco (pdemarco@tampabay.rr.com) for more information. Articles and pictures
for this newsletter should be sent to George Hyde at this address: greatbookstampa@gmail.com
GREAT
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